Social Studies and World Citizenship

Making Sympathy and Co-operation Habitual

More essential tfrjm the extension of the learning process
to include sympathy and co-operation is the need to make
these impulses habitual in their action. The natural process
of forgetting soon weakens the effects of instruction. We are
'always up against the counteracting effects of the "jingo
press " and similar agencies which work against the human-
izing process of education. So, unless sympathy and co-
operation are fixed in the form of habits, we can have no
assurance that they will not be swept away in moments of
stress.

Make sympathy and co-operation habitual by giving
tibem adequate motivation, by maintaining enthusiasm and
the attitude of success and by affording frequent opportunity
for satisfactory practice.

Are children able to acquire social concepts ? There are
some who say that children are unable to acquire, appreciate
and apply such social concepts as co-operation and sympathy.
If this objection were true it would apply not only to educa-
tion for world citizenship in the narrower sense but also to
all forms of character training. Experiments and experience
hare shown that the social concepts of the children can be
made more accurate by proper training and a well-devised
course of study.
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